reading It and that its influence was so' great
everywhere among the people. I do not doubt
that they were probably reading it themselves in
secret, A great many popular jokes in China
have to do with scholars reading novels privately
and publicly pretending never to have heard of
them. At any rate, scholars wrote treatises to
prove that HUNG Lou MENG was not a novel
but a political allegory depicting the decline of
China under the foreign rule of the Manchus,
the word Red in the tide signifying Manchu,
and Ling Tai Yii, the young girl who dies,
although she was the one destined to marry Pao
Yii, signifying China, and Pao Ts'ai, her success-
ful rival, who secures the jade in her place,
standing for the foreigner, and so forth. The
very name Chia signified, they said, falseness.
But this was far-fetched explanation of what was
written as a novel and stands as a novel and as
such a powerful delineation, in the characteristic
Chinese mixture of realism and romance, of a
proud and powerful family in decline. Crowded
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